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advances made under the stimulus of imported German thought. 
Some Italian writers are beginning to display the superciliousness 
of certain German writers without their ability, and it is safe to 
recommend to Signor Bifh that he have an understanding of what 
he is to criticise before making a criticism. While, as has been 
shown, there has not been any great recent advance in psychiatry, 
still there has been steady progress during the last semi-annual 
period. 

General paralysis of the insane. By Wm. Julius Mickle, 
M.D., M.R.C.P., London, Member of the Medico-Psychological 
Society of Great Britain and Ireland ; Member of the Clinical 
Society, London ; Medical Superintendent, Grove Hall Asylum, 
London. London : H. K. Lewis, 1880. 

During the past decade there has been no psychosis more 
studied than general paresis. Voisin has written an excellent 
work; Mendel, a somewhat extended one, valuable chiefly for its 
statistics; while perhaps one of the best is the pithy monograph of 
Simon. The present work is an extension of articles, by the same 
author, which have from time to time appeared in the Journal of 
Menial Science. The first chapter is devoted to a consideration' of 
the various names of the disease ; to its definition, its prodromata 
very affectedly called prodromes, the history of its discovery, and 
its stages. The author very properly objects to the use of the 
term dementia paralytica, which is such a favorite name for the 
disease among the Germans. The term is certainly misleading, 
but in choosing the term the author has not done much better. 
Perhaps the best term is progressive paresis. The portion of the 
chapter devoted to the prodromata gives a pretty extensive but 
not well-analyzed account of these. In his discussion of the 
symptoms, in the second chapter, the author divides the disease 
into stages, the first period preceding recognized mental aliena¬ 
tion. That this is objectionable is shown by the fact mentioned 
by him, that morbid moral phenomena are often prodromata of 
the disease. . The second period given by him is called also the 
first stage of the confirmed disease; the third period of general, 
or the second period of the confirmed disease; and, finally, the 
fourth period. It is obvious that all these periods are very arti¬ 
ficial divisions, evidences rather of an attempt at mathematical 
exactness rather than the expression of true clinical features. In 
the discussion of the symptoms in the third chapter a fair rlsuml 
of the subject of epileptiform and apoplectiform attacks is given. 
This chapter taken together is a not well-digested summary of 
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the views of various authors, sandwiched among which are a few 
views of the author. The doctor considers that recovery is possi¬ 
ble in a few cases of the less advanced degrees of the disease. 
The average given.by him has been much the same as that of 
other authors. He has seen cases last as long as ten years, a 
duration which has sometimes been met with on this side of the 
water. Chapter five, on diagnosis, gives a good summary of the 
points of differential diagnosis, without adding any thing new. 
The discussion of the causes in the sixth chapter is'not clear. 
The author objects, and on very good ground, to the sexual ex¬ 
cess theory. He very properly lays great stress on mental over¬ 
strain and emotional disturbance. Taking the latter in its widest 
sense it may be said to be the great cause of progressive paresis. 
The morbid anatomy given by the author in the seventh chapter is 
chiefly coincidental, but not characteristic of progressive paresis. 
He, however, mentions the hemorrhagic condition of the stomach 
and intestines, which is so frequently a concomitant of the disease. 
The same may be said of the microscopical part of the chapter. 
The sections on pathological physiology contain nothing that is 
new, and but little that is well digested. The author says almost 
nothing, except in an indirect way, about trophic changes in the 
disease. The second part, chapters ten and eleven, chiefly consist 
of attempts at demarcation of varieties of progressive paresis. 
The histories, however, scarcely seem complete enough to justify 
these divisions, and the cases are by no means clearly demarcated 
from each other. Taking the book as a whole it cannot be said 
to be well digested; the author should have waited for some years 
before publishing it. The material he has accumulated is valu¬ 
able, but with the present specimen one may well be inclined to 
doubt his power of analysis. For one who is able to pick out 
detached facts the book is of value. It bears the evidence of 
great haste, and as the author’s powers of observation are such as 
have enabled him to secure much that is very valuable, it will 
serve as a useful supplement to that of Voisin ; it is in many re¬ 
spects superior to that of Mendel. J. G. Kiernan. 

Processes of excitation and inhibition in the motor 
brain-centres. The above is the title of a paper of fundamen¬ 
tal importance, by Bubnoff and Prof. Heidenhain, in Pfluger's 
Archiv, vol. xxvi, p. 137. 

It opens to our view the nature of some hitherto unknown pro¬ 
cesses in nerve centres, and paves the way for an explanation of 
many cerebral disorders, such as hysteria and hypnotism. 



